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Abstract: Inferencing strategy is an activity to help the students focus on their understand
of what they read. Students often become dependent on dictionaries for looking up new
words as they read. This strategy used alone, can slow them down and lead them to
incorrect definitions. Often, the information that students need is available if they look at
other parts of the task and at their own resources. Guessing the meaning of unfamiliar
words can help them quickly solve problems without their having to go to other people or
reference material. Students can use resources to verify their guesses. The objectives of the
research were to identify: (1) whether Inferencing Strategy is more effective than
conventional technique to teach reading; and (2) whether average score of students’
reading ability which is taugh through Inferencing Strategy higher than which is taugh
through conventional technique. The research method used in this research was
experimetal method. The population of this research was the eleventh grade students of
SMAN 7 Bandar Lampung, Lampung. The sample of research was XI Science 6 consisted 36
students and XI Science 7 consisted 34 students. The students in XI Science 6 were as
experimental class who were taught using inferencing strategy and the students in XI
Science 7 were as control class who were taught using conventional technique. The data
were in the form quantitative data and they were taken from a test. They were the scores
of students’ reading test after having eight times treatments for each class. The researcher
analyzed the data using tws formula. Based on the result of data analysis, the research
findings are: (1) Inferencing strategy is an effective which can be used by the teacher to
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improve students’ reading ability; and (2) average score of students’ reading ability in
experimental class was higher than in control class.
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INTRODUCTION

In learning English, Reading is a
process of building an understanding of
the written text. It requires a reader to
focus on the information provide in the
text. A reader gets information from a
writer through words, sentences,
paragraph of a text. Reading is one of
the skill that should be taught to the
students. Through reading activity a
students can  get information,
knowledge from written text or printed
text. Grabe and Stoller (2002 :9) say
that “Reading is the ability to draw
meaning from printed page and
interpret this information
appropriately”. It means that through
reading activity the readers try to get
the meaning of language used in the
text, in order to be able to catch the
information provided by the writer.

Reading is assumed to be the
central means for learning new
information and gaining access to
alternative explanations and
interpretations (Murcia,2001 :187). In

this case when the readers read a text

they will get new knowledge and
information which they do not get
before. However, the amount of the
information and knowledge they got
will increase. Through reading a text,
the readers can get some knowledge
and information and by getting those
benefit they can share news idea in
written form. It is clearly supported by
Maximilian (2016:191) who writes that
reading is the process of understanding
meaning from a writen language

involving reader, text, and the
interaction between the reader and the
text

Unfortunately, most of the
students do not have a good ability in
reding text. Based on the observation
done, the students average score in
reading comprehension is still low. It
show that the students still have any
problem in reading. The problems are:
a) students are not aware in
pronounce english word well which
caused misunderstanding of the word
means; b) students have limited
vocabulary to understand the meaning

of word in a text ; c) students have lack
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of grammar mastery; d) students have
difficulty to comprehend english text.
That is related to students’ motivation
in reading english text which need to be
increased. Students seem lazy to read
english text because the words which
are more challenging and differencing
from Indonesian. All of the problems
posed have some factors , one of them
is a teaching technique which make
students feel bored in reading activity.
Based on problems above, the
researcher applied Inferencing strategy
to improve students reading ability.
The strategy can help students to
unlock the meaning of new words while
reading. This strategy, used alone, can
slow them down and lead them to
Therefore, the
which

incorrect definition..

research  questions were
formulated in this research are: 1) Is
influence of

there an inferencing

strategy toward students’ reading
ability? ; 2) Is the average score of
students’ reading ability which is taugh
through Inferencing Strategy higher
than  which s

taugh  through

conventional technique.

INFERENCING STRATEGY

Inference strategy is the strategy

that provide information and thought

for understand. It is a powerful
technique to create comprehension to
fill the gaps and guess the general
meaning of the text. In accordance with
the idea stated above, Chamot
(1999:25) explain “inference involves
guessing the meaning of unfamiliar
language based on what you know”.
Beers in Michela kopitski, “An inference
is the ability to connect what is in the
text with what is in the mind to create
an educated guess”. Students may be
able to evaluate the usefulness of a
strategy for a particular task such as
inferencing for reading but still not
automatically transfer this strategy to
another type of task, such as reading.
Even though inferencing work as
well for reading. Inference is a skill that
all readers need in order to
comprehend text. In order to figure out
necessary information that the author
does not explicitly tell the readers.
Making inferences focuses on the way
in which, having decided what the
message form is (or, more probably,
while arriving at this), the competent
reader knows a good deal more than is
actually specified in the message.
According to Michela Kopitski
(2007: 16) Making inferences is a skill

that all readers need in order to
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comprehend text. In order to figure out
necessary information that the author
does not explicitly tell the reader,
readers need to be able to take their
general knowledge and add it to the
text. Other inferences help the reader
to identify author’s biases, provide
details about the setting, or figure out
the meaning of an unknown word.
There are many types of inferences that
are crucial in helping the reader
comprehend the text. Readers may
need to develop details or explanations
about particular events, understand
characters’ beliefs, or offer conclusions
based on facts presented in the text.

These particular inferencing skills are

necessary for everyday reading

activities, as well as standardized tests.

Here are the procedure of using

inferencing strategy in teaching reading

by Chamot et al (1999: 215).

1. Give students a text and have them
scan through and jot down all new
words.

2. Then, ask them how they would
normally find the meanings of these
words, and list their strategies on
the board.

3. Introduce students to the strategy

inferencing.
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4. Put a page from the text on the
overhead projector and model the
strategy inferencing.

5. Review with the students the
strategy you used.

6. Have students work in pairs to use
inferencing to find the meanings of
the words on their list of new words
from the text. Students fill in a chart.

“

In column one, New word”,
students write the word. In column
two, “What Do You Think the Word
Means?”, they write their guess. In
column three, “ How Did You Use to
Check the Meanings?”, they write
how they made the guess. In column
four, “What Resources Did You Use
to Check the Meaning?”, they write
the resource they used to check the
meaning, if it was necessary.

7. Have students share answer from
the worksheet as a class and discuss
how they made their guesses.

8. Assign additional reading from the
text for homework. Students should
use inferencing on their own while
reading and then write a reflection
to evaluate their success with the

students

strategy. Have answer

some or all of the following

questions in the reflection.
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According to Beers (2003:4) there
are 13 benefits of Inferencing, those
are; 1) Recognize the antecedents for
pronouns; 2) Figure out the meaning of
unknown words from context clues; 3)
Figure out the grammatical function of
an unknown word; 4) Understand
intonation of characters’ words; 5)
beliefs,

Identify characters’

personalities, and motivations; 6)
Understand characters’ relationships to
one another; 7) Provide details about
the setting; 8) Provide explanations for
events or ideas that are presented in
the text; 9) Offer details for events or
their own explanations of the events
presented in the text; 10) Understand
the author’s view of the world; 11)
Recognize the author’s biases; 12)
Relate what is happening in the text to
their own knowledge of the world; 13)
Offer conclusions from facts presented
in the text. Furthermore, Keene and
Zimmermann (1997) also explain some
benefits of inferencing startegy, they
are; Inferencing helps readers expand
current

on their background

knowledge through reading and
Inferential skill helps readers learn
think

how to critically and ask

questions about texts that they read, all

of these activities help students reflect

on their reading. Theoretically, it is
clear that Inferencing strategy is better
to be applied in teaching english

reading than conventional technique.

METHOD

This research is descriptive
quantitave research. To conduct the
research, the writer uses experimental
design. Exprimental design is the most
powerfull quantitave research method
for establishing cause and effect
relationship between two or more
variable. This research involves two
variables. The independent variable in
this research is Inferencing strategy (X)
The dependent variable is the students’
reading ability (Y). In this case,
Population of this research is the
eleventh grade students of SMAN 7
Bandar Lampung. The sample of the
research was two classes taken from
the population. The first class is as an
experimental and the other class is as a
control class. The first class XI Science
6, is as an experimental class that
consist of 36 students and the other
class, XI Science 7, is as a control class
that consist of 34 students. Therefore,
the total sample in this research is 70
students. The sampling used for the

research is cluster sampling technique
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and in this case the researcher used
multiple choice test to collected the
data to know the students reading
ability. To know the validity of the test,
the writer used content and constructs
validity test and to know the reliability
of the test, the writer used split-half

technique.

RESULT

Based on the result of this
research, the writer found that the
average score of students’ reading
ability in experiment class who learn
reading through Inferencing Strategy
the best technique was higher than the

average score of students’ reading

ability in control class who learn
reading through the conventional
technique (The average score in

experimental class was 71.67 and the
average score in control class was
59.44 ). The writer also found that the
result of calculation by using tees
formula showed that test was 4.55.
After consulting teest to the twnle with
significant level 5% and 1% showed
that significant level 5% was 2.00 and
significant level 1% was 2.66. It showed
that the result of test was higher than
teavle (4.55>2.00 > 2.66 ). Therefore, in

this case the writer would like to say
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that using Inferencing Strategy in
motivating and increasing students’
comprehension in learning English
especially in reading ability.

Inference strategy is the strategy
that provide information and thought
for understand. It is a powerful
technique to create comprehension to
fill the gaps and guess the general
meaning of the text. In accordance with
the idea stated above, Chamot
(1999:25) explain “Inference involves
guessing the meaning of unfamiliar
language based on what you know”.
Beers in Michela kopitski, “An inference
is the ability to connect what is in the
text with what is in the mind to create
an educated guess”. Students may be
able to evaluate the usefulness of a
strategy for a particular task such as
inferencing for reading but still not
automatically transfer this strategy to
another type of task, such as reading.

During the process in learning
reading, the problems which the writer

still found are as follows:

A. Class situation

1. There were some students who still
did improper activities in the class,

their

like chatting and doing

homework in other lesson.
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2. There were some students did not
respond to the teacher commands
and did not doing the assignments.

B. Reading comprehension before
treatment

1. Some students still had difficulties in
identifying the main idea of the text.

2. Some students still had difficulties in
identifying the supporting idea
of the text

3. Some students still had difficulties in
identifying the Vocabulary ofthe
text.

4. Some students still had difficulties in
identifying the reference of the text.

5. Some students still had difficulties in
identifying the Infrence of the text.

6. Conventional technique used in the
learning process makes the students
bored.

7. The students have low motivation in

reading.

So, the researcher gave more
control to the students’ activities to do
the exercises. The researcher gave
more control to the students in order to
make the students did not copy their
friend’s work or even did not do it. The
researcher realized that there were

improvements of the students’ reading

comprehension, but the researcher still

found a problem faced by the students.

Some students still had difficulties in

identifying the main idea, supporting

idea,vocabulary, infrence and refrence
of the text. Besides, some students still

did improper activities like sleeping,

chatting, drawing, and very noisy, doing

homework the other lesson. some

Students did not respond to the teacher

commands and they just copy their

friend’s work or even did not do it.
Therefore, the final result of
the research are as follows:

1. The students were interested and
motivated in teaching learning
process,especially in reading class.

2. The students paid full attention to
the teacher’s explanation and
actively involved in discussing the
text and the tasks. They also brave to
ask to the teacher when they found
difficulties.

3. They worked in group cooperatively
after the researcher gave reward to
the group who got the highest score.

4. The students can identify the main
idea and the referent of the text.

5. The

students’ score of all

reading ability aspects improved.
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The main objective of learning
and teaching reading is to get
knowledge,information and
understand the content of reading text.
To get them clearly, the students need
appropriate technique which can help
them to understand and to comprehen
the text well. The Inferencing strategy
has important part to success in
teaching process. It is one of strategies
to improve students’ reading ability. By
using Inferencing strategy students are
more interested

in learning reading

through inferencing strategy the
learners can unlock the meanings of the
new words while reading. Inferencing
strategy is an activity to help the
students focus on their understand of
what they read. Students often become
dependent on dictionaries for looking
up new words as they read. This
strategy used alone, can slow them
down and lead them to incorrect
definitions. Often, the information that
students need is available if they look at
other parts of the task and at their own
resources. Guessing the meaning of
unfamiliar words can help them quickly
solve problems without their having to
go to other people or reference
material. Students can use resources to

verify their guesses.
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Based the explaination above, the
writer concluded that  teaching
reading by using Inferencing Startegy
can increase the students’ confidence
in their reading. By using Inferencing
Strategy the students interested in
reading English text. It also helped the
students to comprehend the content of

the text.

CONCLUSION

Based on the data analysis and
hypothesis test , the researcher
concluded that there is a significant
influence of using Inferencing Strategy
towards students’ reading ability and
the students’ reading ability who learn
reading through Inferencing Starategy
is higher than those who learn reading
through conventional technique. The
students in the research have a limited
vocabulary to understand the meaning
of words in a text, they also have lack of
grammar mastery so they have
difficulty to comprehend English text.
Therefore, the writer choose the
Inferencing Strategy to increase the

students problems above.



NOVITA NURISKI

Journal of English Teaching and Applied Linguistic, Vol. 1, No. 1 (2020) 73-84

REFERENCES

Ajeng, G. D. (2017). THE
CORRELATION BETWEEN
STUDENTS’VOCABULARY
MASTERY AND THEIR
ABILITY IN WRITING
HORTATORY EXPOSITION
TEXT. Lentera: Jurnal lImiah
Kependidikan, 2, 93-90.
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index

.php/lentera/article/view/89.

Arikunto, Suharsimi. (2006). Prosedur
Penelitian
Praktis.Jakarta:Rineka Cipta.

suatu  Pendekatan

Bakke, Margrethe Harestad. (2010).

Teaching Reading in EFL-
introduction:What are teachers’
attitudes towards reading in EFL-
instruction and how is it taught in

class?. Oslo:Universitetet | Oslo.

Beers, Kylene. (2003). The Main

Idea:Current Education book

Summaries.All rights reserved.

Brown,H Douglas. (2004).

Principles and

Language
Assessment
Classroom Practices.New

York:Longman.

. (1994). Principles Of
Language Learning and teaching.
USA:Prentice Hall Regents.

Chamot,Anna Uhl,
Pamela Beard EIl-Dinary and Jill
Robbins.  (1999).The Learning
Strategies Handbook.New

Sarah Barnhardt,

York:Longman.

Damayanti,Erma. (2011). The Effect of
Prediction and Inference Strategy
Towards

mastery Reading

Comprehension.  Skripsi  pada
Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan
University Syarif Kasim Riau

Pekanbaru:Unpublished.

Grabe,William and Stoller,Fredrica L.
(2002). Teaching and Researching
Reading.England:Pearson

Education Limited.

Harmer,Jeremy.(1998). How To Teach
English.England:Pearson
Education Limited.

. (2007). How To Teach
English.England:Pearson
Education Limited.

Heaton,J.B. (1975).

Language Tests.New York:Longman.

Writing  English

Idris, Jemi Bin Ahmad. (2014). The Effect
of Using Inference Strategy on
Listening Comprehension. Skripsi
pada Fakultas Tarbiyah dan

Keguruan University of Sultan

81


http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index.php/lentera/article/view/89
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index.php/lentera/article/view/89

The Influence of Inferencing Strategy Toward Students’ Reading Ability in Junior High School

Syarif Kasim Riau

Pekanbaru:Unpublished.

Kopitski,Michela. (2007). Exploring The
Teaching Of
Skills.[online].
Available:www.hamline.edu/Work
Area/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=214
7490904.html  .Access on [
Januari, 19" 2017].

Inference

Mackey,Alison,Susan M. Gass. (2005).
Second Language
Methodology and Design.USA:

Research

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Maharaj, Ms Chintha. (2008). Teaching
Reading in The Early Grades: A
Handbook.South

Afrika:Department of Education.

Teacher’s

Aksendro.
Effectiveness Oof

Maximilian, (2016). The

Scaffolded
Reading Experience In Teaching
Reading Viewed From Students’
Intelligence. In  International
Conference on Education and
Language (ICEL) (p. 191).

http://artikel.ubl.ac.id/index.phpl/ic

el/article/view/521.

Maximilian, A. (2016). THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF
SCAFFOLDED READING
EXPERIENCE IN TEACHING

READING VIEWED FROM

82

STUDENTS’READING
ANXIETY. Lentera:

IImiah Kependidikan, 1, 285-302.
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index

Jurnal

.php/lentera/article/view/355.

Maximilian, A. (2014). THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF PEER
CORRECTION TO

GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY
IN STUDENTS’WRITING (A
Study at the Second Semester
Students of English Education
Study Program of STKIP PGRI
Bandar Lampung in the Academic
2013/2014). Lentera:
lImiah Kependidikan, 2,

Year of
Jurnal
75-92.
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index

.php/lentera/article/view/152.

Meredith  D.Gall,Joyce P.Gall,Walter
R.Borg. (2003). Educational
Research : an

introduction.USA:Pearson

Education.

Murcia,Marianne Celce. (2001).Teaching
English As a Second or Foreign
Language,Third
Edition.USA:Library of Congress
Cataloging in Publication Data.


http://www.hamline.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147490904.html
http://www.hamline.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147490904.html
http://www.hamline.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147490904.html
http://artikel.ubl.ac.id/index.php/icel/article/view/521
http://artikel.ubl.ac.id/index.php/icel/article/view/521
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index.php/lentera/article/view/355
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index.php/lentera/article/view/355
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index.php/lentera/article/view/152
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index.php/lentera/article/view/152

NOVITA NURISKI

Journal of English Teaching and Applied Linguistic, Vol. 1, No. 1 (2020) 73-84

Nunan,David. (2003). Practical English
Language Teaching.New
York:McGraw Hill.

. (1992). Research Methods
In Language Learning. USA:
Cambridge University Press.

Sudjana. (2009). Metoda
Statiska.Bandung:Tarsito.

Wallace,Caterine.  (1992).  Language
Teaching,Reading.New

York:Oxford University Press.

83



The Influence of Inferencing Strategy Toward Students’ Reading Ability in Junior High School

84



