Journal of English Teaching and Applied Linguistic
http://jurnal.stkippgribl.ac.id/index.php/jeta
print ISSN 2722-3388
online ISSN 2722-3396

THE INFLUENCE OF COMIC STRIPS TOWARDS STUDENTS’ READING
COMPREHENSION ON RECOUNT TEXT

NABILA SHAFIRA 1, EVA NURCHURIFIANI 2, FEBRIYANTI 3
STKIP PGRI BANDAR LAMPUNG

churifiani@gmail.com

Abstract: This research aimed to know the influence of comic strips towards students’
reading comprehension. This technique helped the students to comprehend the story by
imagining it with the strip of pictures. The objective of the research was to know the
influence of comic strips towards students’ reading comprehension in recount text. In this
research the writer used experimental method or known as descriptive quantitative
research. The population was 48 students in 2 classes. The sample was taken by using Total
Sampling Technique. The writer took all of the classes as the sample of research namely
experimental and control class. It consisted of 45 students; the other students were
absence. The main technique in measuring students’ reading comprehension was multiple
choice which consisted of 40 items test. Each item has four options a,b,c, and d. The score
each item was 2.5. In calculating the data analysis, the writer used t-test formula. Based on
the data analysis, the writer got the result that H; was accepted. It was obtained that t o=
4.45,t, 1. for a= 0.05 was 1.68 and for a=0.01 was 2.42 (4.45 > 1.68 < 2.42). So, H, was
accepted. It meant that there was significant influence of comic strip toward students’
reading comprehension on recount text at the tenth grade of SMA Negeri 8 Bandar
Lampung in 2021/2022. Based on the result of the research, it is clear that comic strips had
an influence to the students’ reading comprehension, especially in recount text.
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INTRODUCTION

Reading may be a simple word but
often difficult to do and difficult to
make a habit. Many people who mean
that reading is a tedious activity and
just a waste of time. Especially now
adays all things can be visualized into
graphics thereby reducing interest in
reading teenagers. Therefore the habit
of reading should always be
familiarized from an early age. Reading
skills can improve a person's ability to
easily understand concepts. This
develops critical thinking skills in
critical

children. Understanding

concepts and thinking are two
important qualities of a successful
individual.

In teaching and learning
process especially in reading. The
students often find difficulties in
comprehending a text. One of them is
to find some difficult words that they
do not know. they lack motivation to
learn vocabulary, proved from their
reading ability. The reason are they do
not understand how to read it and
understanding the meaning , so they
really need a dictionary to get the

meaning of the reading text correctly,
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and it makes to the students found
difficult to define the main ideas in
reading text

Based on the preliminary
research at SMAN 8 Bandar Lampung,
the writer found that student’s need to
improve their reading comprehension.
The teacher just explains the material
and the text, then she corrected what
students read by asking them to
answer the questions related to the
text and finally to discuss them to the
whole class. She said that the
weaknesses of the students in reading
recount text are the students have lack
of vocabulary, they often found
difficulties to get meaning of the text
and their reading interest is quite less.

Then, the problem makes the students’

less competent in reading
comprehension.
Teaching reading through

comic strips is considered as an
interesting teaching strategy. Noemi C.
Sabay (2006:24) states that comics are
usually funny: therefore, applying them
to methodological purpose have the
same effect as using games in teaching
cheerful

English, it brings a

atmosphere into the class. Student's
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boredom will be vanished if the
teachers employ interesting media in
teaching.

Based on the background of
problem above, the researcher had
conducted research in order to prove

that there was any significance of using

Comic Strip Strategy in teaching
reading.  Therefore, the  writer
proposed research entitled “The

Influence Of Using Comic Strip Toward
Student’s Reading Comprehension on
Recount Text at The Tenth Grade of
SMA Negeri 8 Bandar Lampung in the
2021/2022".

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH

In this research, the writer used the

quantitative research. Quantitative
research is research which variable are
manipulated to test hypotheses and
which there is usually quantification of
data and numerical analyses. The
writer used quasi- experimental design
to investigated the students’ reading
comprehension. Quasi experimental
research is a type of experimental
random

research but without

assignment of individuals. Quasi

experimental is used to know whether

there is influence of using Comic Strip
Strategy towards students Reading
Comprehension. The writer took two
classes to be investigated, the first
class was the experimental class and
the second was the control class. In this
case, the writer wanted to know the
influence of using Comic Strip Strategy
students

towards reading

comprehension.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The result students’ reading test in
experimental class which is taught by
using comic strips was higher than
with the result students’ reading test of
control class which is taught by using
conventional strategy. The normality
data in the experimental and control
class are compared by using Chi Square
formula and the description of the

students’ scores as follows:

Result

Result of Experimental Class

Descriptive analysis of the data of the
students who are taught using comic
strips shows that the score is 50 up to

85, the mean is 68.83, and the standard
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deviation is 8.50. Then the frequency
distribution and histogram/polygon

can be seen in the figure 1.
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49.5 56.5 63.5 70.5 77.5
Class Boundaries

Figure 1. Data Experimental Class

Result of Control Class

Descriptive analysis of the data of the
students who are taught using Direct
Instruction shows that the score is 42.5
up to 70, the mean is 58.68, and the
standard deviation is 6.56. Then the
frequency distribution and

histogram/polygon can be seen in the

figure 2.
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Figure 2. Data Control Class
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Discussion
Based on the data analysis by using t-
test and testing of hypothesis. The
writer got the result that Ha was
accepted. It showed by ttest was higher
than tuble with significance level 5%
and 1% (4.45 > 1.68 < 2.42). It means
that there was an influence of comic
strip towards students’ reading
comprehension in recount text. It was
proved by the average score in
experimental class was higher than in
control class (68.83 > 58.68 and 4.45 >
2.02 <2.70).

The writer did the research at
2 classes namely experimental and
control class. But before she conducted
the research, she did tryout test in
order to measure the instrument
whether valid or not. The instrument
of the test was multiple choice reading
test with 40 questions which contains
of four options ab,c, and d. The
instrument was valid since the tryout
test was conducted and resulting fair
to very high criteria. The result of
tryout test by wusing the same
instrument as in experimental and
control class was satisfy. It means that

the students were got middle to high
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scores and also the instrument of the
test can be used to experimental and
control class.

In experimental class, the
writer did the research by using comic
strip. Comic Strip was the combination
of cartoon with a story line, laid out in
a series of pictorial panels across a
page and concerning a continuous
character or set of characters. The
comic strip form can be employed to
convey a variety of messages.

The result of the students’
score in experimental class was very
good. The highest score was 85 while
the lowest was 50. The student’s
activeness also increased; it can be
seen from their feedback to the
material given. The students were
more active when the teacher gave the
explanation. Even though there was a
little problem when the teacher
explained the material at the first
meeting. The students seemed
confused but it did not take long time
for them to understand the lesson on
that day. On the next meeting, the
students seemed more enthusiastic
It was made

during the lesson.

teaching-learning process ran well.

In control class, the writer did
the research by using conventional
strategy. The writer explained the
material and the students were
listened to it. There was no much
feedback  while teaching-learning
process running. Then the teacher gave
them the test same as in experimental
class. They did it well, but the scores
were lower than in experimental class.
In control class the highest score was
70 and the lowest score was 42.5. It
can be concluded that the instructions
which have been given in control class
was not really function and the
strategy in experimental class was
useful.

The use of comic strip made
the students were able to comprehend
the text and gained the indicators of
reading comprehension namely
identify main idea, supporting idea,
reference, making inference and
recognizing vocabulary. The students
must be able to understand these
indicators, so that they could be said
able to comprehend the text.

After teaching and learning
process, the writer gave explanation

about the important part of picture in
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the story. The students were agreed
with inserting the picture to help them
comprehend the text. It seemed that
the students were enjoyed taught by
using comic strips because this
strategy helped them when they got
stuck in understanding the story in
form of written language.

The efectiveness of comic strip
was related to a theory stated by Liu
(2004: in Merc, 2013 : 57), comic strip
is as a series of pictures inside boxes
that tell a story. It means that the
stories are made with images to make
the learning process more interesting,
especially when learning reading. With
comic strip, students will be helped by
the images related to the story that
students will read. Students will more
easily understand the contents of the
text with the help of images.

In the end of discussion, the
writer would say once again that comic
strip can be used for the teacher who
wants to conduct the research or wants
to teach the students with simple
strategy. This strategy was proved by
several researchers in any kind of

school levels. And all of the result was

good. Therefore, the writer would like

14

to inform that this strategy is useful. It
was easy to be taught and would not
consume much time in teaching-

learning process.

CONCLUSION
Based on the result of the data analysis
and hypothesis test, the writer
concluded that: There was significant
influence of comic strip towards
students’ reading comprehension in
recount text at the enth grade of SMA
Negeri 8 Bandar Lampung in academic
year 2021/2022. It can be seen that the
resultt, .=4.45,t

1.68 and for a=0.01 was 2.42 (4.45 >
1.68 < 2.42).

cap1e fOr a= 0.05 was
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